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1. Fern-like shiny 
green leaves.

2. Smooth, hallow 
stems that are 
rigid and have 
purple spots.

Identification and 
Impacts

P oison hemlock (Conium 
maculatum) is an erect biennial 

weed that is native to Europe.  The 
plant typically grows 4 to 8 feet tall 
and has smooth, hallow stems that 
are rigid and have distinct purple 
spots.  The plant has shiny green 
leaves that are pinnately compound, 
multi-stemmed and have a fern like 
appearance.  The leaves are lacy, 
resembling parsley and have a musty 
odor when crushed.  The first year 
the plant usually forms a large rosette.  
The second year the plant bolts a 
large stem, flowers and then dies. The 
flowers have 5 petals, clawed, notched 
(1 to 1.5 mm long) and are white, 
umbrella-like clusters at the end of 
the branch.  They appear from June 
to July.   The fruit matures in August-
September and is flat, small and 
grayish-green in color.  

H abitats for Poison hemlock 
include streams, rivers, 

irrigation and roadside ditches, 
crop and pasturelands, as well as 
disturbed sites.  All parts of the 
plant are poisonous, they contain 
alkaloids.  Animals do not eat the 
plant, unless food is scarce.  Ingestion 
of 0.25-0.30% of an animals body 
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Poison hemlock
Identification and Management

weight is lethal.  Poisoning of humans 
has occurred, the plant can easily 
be confused with members of the 
carrot family.  Consumption in large 
quantities can be fatal.  

T he key to effective control of 
Poison hemlock is prevention 

and containment.  Identified early 
enough, pulling the taproot when soil 
is moist can be an effective control 
method.  When plants are already 
present, containment using herbicides 
is crucial.  Other herbicide control 
methods include spraying plants in 
the rosette stage in early spring or late 
fall.  Mechanical treatments are also 
effective, depleting root reserves and 
reducing seed production, with repeat 
mowings. Details on the back of this 
sheet can help to create a management 
plan compatible with your site ecology. 

Poison hemlock is designated as a 
“List C” species on the Colorado 

Noxious Weed Act. It is required to 
be either eradicated, contained, 
or suppressed depending on the 
local jurisdictions managing this 
species.  For more information, 
visit www.colorado.gov/ag/weeds 
or call the State Weed Coordinator 
at the Colorado Department of 
Agriculture, Conservation Services 
Division, 303-239-4100.

List C Species Rangeland, pasture, and riparian site recommendations 
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