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Development Services 

Zoning Division • 100 N. Wilcox St., Castle Rock, CO 80104 
720-733-3557 • zoning@CRgov.com  

CONTROL AND REMOVAL OF RUBBISH AND WEEDS 

 
Title 8 ‐ HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Chapter 8.12 Control and Removal of Rubbish and Weeds 
 

Chapter 8.12 Control and Removal of Rubbish and Weeds 

 
8.12.010 Adoption. 

The Town adopts by reference the 2021 Town of Castle Rock Noxious Weed Management Plan and all 
secondary codes referenced therein ("Noxious Weed Management Plan"). One (1) copy of the Noxious Weed 
Management Plan shall be maintained on the Town website. 

 
8.12.020 Definitions. 

Native plant means a plant species which is indigenous to the state of Colorado. 

Noxious weed means aggressive plants that are not native to our area and have been identified by the 
Department of Agriculture in the Colorado Noxious Weed Act. The statewide Noxious Weed List identifies all weed 
species of concern in Colorado and are grouped for eradication (list A), containment (list B) or suppression (list C). 

Noxious weed management plan means the Town of Castle Rock Weed Management and Enforcement Plan 
as developed by the Weed Advisory Board and adopted by the Town Council. 

Weed means any undesirable plant. 
 

8.12.030 Growth of weeds and accumulation of weeds; prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person having or being entitled to the ownership or possession of any real property, or 
any part thereof, within the Town to permit, allow or maintain any growth of weeds to a height greater than 
twelve (12) inches. It is unlawful for any person having or being entitled to the ownership or possession of said real 
property, or any part thereof, to fail to cut or otherwise control and remove such weeds growing upon said real 
property or upon the sidewalks abutting said real property in accordance with the Town's Noxious Weed 
Management Plan. Nothing in this Section is meant to preclude the use of grass clippings or other mulch and/or 
composting, provided that there is no odor objectionable to the senses of the average person or unsightly 
accumulation of the materials. Nothing in this section is meant to preclude the use of native grasses and plants in 
landscaping, reduced‐irrigation landscaping, or methods used in the Castle Rock Landscape and Irrigation Criteria 
Manual. 

 
8.12.040 Accumulation of rubbish; prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person having or being entitled to the ownership or possession of any real property, or 
any part thereof, within the Town to permit accumulation, collection or presence of rubbish upon said real 
property, or upon the edges of any other public way abutting said real property. It is unlawful for any person 
having or being entitled to the ownership or possession of said real property, or any part thereof, to fail to remove 
any accumulation, collection or presence of rubbish from said real property and fail to do so as often as necessary 
to assure compliance with this Chapter. 

(Ord. No. 2021‐012, § 2, 7‐6‐2021) 
 

Castle Rock, Colorado, Municipal Code  
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8.12.050 Duty of owner to manage weeds. 

It is the duty of every owner of land within the Town to manage all weeds growing thereon in accordance 
with the Town's Noxious Weed Management Plan. For any other weeds not designated under the Noxious Weed 
Management Plan every owner of land shall cut, or cause to be cut, all weeds growing thereon, in such a manner 
that all cut portions are reduced in length to six (6) inches or less, with the following exception: that owners of 
parcels of ground within the corporate limits which contain more than five (5) acres in one (1) contiguous parcel 
shall be required to cut weeds only from those portions of said parcel which are within one hundred (100) feet of a 
structure or paved street. In the event that all weeds are not reduced to a length of six (6) inches or less, then it 
shall be required that all cut weeds be removed from the property to some place where refuse is ordinarily 
disposed. 

 
8.12.060 Exemptions. 

The Town Council may, by resolution, exempt certain areas in the Town, either publicly or privately owned, 
from the prohibitions contained in Section 8.12.030, if the Town Council determines that such areas are: natural 
open space, natural park, passive park, passive recreation area, conservation areas, erosion control areas, or 
irrigation ditch rights‐of‐way. In so exempting said areas, the Town Council may impose other criteria for 
maintenance of said areas in a manner protecting the public health, safety and welfare. Exemptions may also be 
made for native plants and grasses identified in the Town of Castle Rock Landscape and Irrigation Criteria Manual. 
Any exception from the prohibitions contained in this Chapter must comply with the Town's Noxious Weed 
Management Plan. 

 
8.12.070 Failure to comply; notice. 

In the event that the provisions of the preceding sections thereof are violated, the Town Manager or his or 
her authorized representative shall cause to be served, either personally or by mail, notice to comply with the 
provisions of this Chapter. Written notice shall be given in person or mailed by certified or registered mail, return 
receipt requested, to the person in possession of any such premises or property as shown on the tax rolls of 
Douglas County and at the address of the owner as shown therein. Said notice shall direct the cutting, control, or 
eradication of weeds, or the removal of an accumulation, collection or presence of rubbish, or both. Said notice 
shall identify the property and shall state that if such weeds are not cut or removed, or the accumulation, 
collection or presence of rubbish is not removed within the time stated in the notice, which will not be less than 
ten (10) days from the date in the notice, the Town has the right to enter the subject property to manage the 
weeds in compliance with this Chapter and the Town's Noxious Weed Management Plan or remove the rubbish. 
The Town may assess its costs of managing the weeds or removal of the rubbish against the property, pursuant to 
the terms of this Chapter. If the above‐named persons cannot be determined or cannot be located within a 
reasonable time, not to exceed three (3) working days, or if a notice which has been mailed is returned 
undelivered, the Town Manager or his or her authorized representative shall cause the property upon which the 
weeds or rubbish are located to be posted in a conspicuous place visible from an adjacent public right‐of‐way. Said 
posting sign shall remain in place for a minimum of one (1) calendar week, after which time service of notice shall 
be deemed complete. 

 
8.12.080 Right of Town to enter property, cut, control or eradicate weeds, and remove 

rubbish and charge owner for same. 

If there exists any accumulation of rubbish and/or weeds upon any premises or property in the Town, the 
Town Manager or his or her authorized representative is authorized and empowered, after giving written notice as 
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provided for in this Chapter, to cause the removal of any rubbish from any premises or property in such manner as 
the Town Manager or his or her authorized representative may determine. 

 
8.12.090 Notice. 

Upon determination of the Town Manager from time to time, shall cause to be published, on the Town 
website, a notice which shall be substantially in the following form: 

TO ALL OWNERS, POSSESSORS OR OCCUPIERS OF LAND WITHIN THE TOWN OF CASTLE ROCK 

Notice is hereby given that all weeds within the Town of Castle Rock must be addressed in accordance with 
the Town's Noxious Weed Management Plan, which may require cutting, control, or eradication. all weeds should 
be cut or removed on or before the time that the growth has reached twelve (12) inches in height. Failure to 
comply with this notice shall make the parties so failing personally liable for the costs of cutting, destroying and 
removing the same as in compliance with Chapter 8.12 of the Castle Rock Municipal Code. This notice is given in 
compliance with Chapter 8.12 of the Castle Rock Municipal Code and the Town's Noxious Weed Management Plan 
which may be obtained from the Town website. 

 
8.12.100 Advisory Board. 

The Parks and Recreation Commission shall convene as the Noxious Weed Advisory Board for all state and 
local noxious weed statutes, ordinances and regulations. a majority of the members of the Board shall constitute a 
quorum. 
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